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Other Ways to Give 
Honor a Caregiver
Supporting Packard Children’s is a wonderful way to 
recognize those who make our hospital a special place. 
Make a gift in honor of a doctor, nurse, or other care-
giver who shaped your experience at Packard, and help 
ensure the same level of care for more children and 
expectant mothers. Visit supportLPCH.org/grateful  
to make your gift today.

Make a Big Impact in One Small Step
Become a Monthly Giving Partner today and give 
the gift of hope and health year-round. Your monthly 
contributions add up quickly to provide the best care 
possible to every child and expectant mother at Packard. 
Visit supportLPCH.org/monthly to sign up.

Share Your Legacy with Packard
If Packard Children’s is part of your estate plan, you  
are eligible to join the Lucile Salter Packard Society 
and enjoy special recognition and events just for 
legacy donors. To become a member, simply call  
(650) 736-1211 and let us know that Packard Children’s 
is in your estate plan.
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Courtesy of Sabuco family and 
Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital

dear Friends,

As you read this issue of the children’s Fund update, 
I’m sure you’ll be as inspired as I am by the wonder-
ful progress of Angelica and Angelina Sabuco, the 
formerly conjoined twins who were separated at 
Packard Children’s last November. Seeing children 
like Angelica and Angelina thrive is one of the true 
joys of my work. At Packard, all of our patients and 
families benefit from the same level of outstanding 
care that the Sabucos received, regardless of their 
financial means.

The twins’ story illustrates how important the children’s Fund is to sustaining 
Packard Children’s as a center of medical excellence and enhancing our ability 
to meet our patients’ complex needs. By bolstering everything from medical care 
to family support services to cutting-edge research, children’s Fund supporters 
bring these elements together into a vital community of care.

And as you may have noticed, this community is currently growing! Site 
preparation for our facilities expansion is now underway on Welch Road. Stay 
tuned for news about our groundbreaking, which we expect to hold this fall.

Please know how much we appreciate the generosity of our children’s Fund 
donors as we look ahead to this exciting new era for the Hospital. Thanks to 
you, we will continue to offer the best possible care to children like Angelica  
and Angelina far into the future.

Sincerely,

Hugh O’Brodovich, MD 
Pediatric Pulmonologist 
Adalyn Jay Physician-in-chief, Lucile Packard children’s Hospital 
Arline and Pete Harman Professor and chair, 
department of Pediatrics, Stanford university School of Medicine 
director, child Health Research institute at Stanford

Together, Apart
Formerly Conjoined Twins Thriving after  
Separation Surgery at Packard Children’s Front cover:  

Angelina (left) and Angelica Sabuco



All this preparation culminated on November 1, 2011. Over the course of a 10-hour 
surgery, more than 30 Packard physicians and caregivers worked to successfully separate 
Angelica and Angelina. The girls recovered more quickly than expected, and had a joyful 
homecoming just two weeks later.

“This is a dream come true,” their mother, Ginady, marveled, as they drove the twins home 
in two separate car seats for the first time.

Both girls started walking on their own less than a week after they 
went home, and they continue to receive physical and occupational 
therapy to improve their strength and balance. Dr. Hartman and Peter 
Lorenz, MD, their plastic surgeon, will follow their progress through-
out childhood to monitor their development. Dr. Hartman anticipates 
a complete recovery: “The long-term prognosis is that we expect two 
happy, healthy girls who will enjoy very full lives as individuals.”

Bright Futures
Today, the sisters still love to play together and wear matching dresses, but are also free to 
explore on their own and develop their distinct personalities—Angelina is quiet, Angelica 
more talkative. They recently celebrated their first Christmas since being separated. “That 
was a great gift,” says Ginady. “Words are not enough to explain what Packard did for us.”

While very few patients have conditions this rare, the twins’ story is representative of the 
high standard of care that all patients and families receive at Packard Children’s. Thanks to 
children’s Fund donors, the Hospital can continue to provide world-class medicine for our 

community’s children and expectant 
mothers. And the Sabuco family 
can look forward to many more 
holiday seasons with two healthy, 
independent girls. l
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ngelina and Angelica Sabuco, 2½, are exploring their neighborhood park in San Jose, 
picking up fallen leaves and seed pods. They giggle as they toddle in opposite direc-
tions while their mother scrambles to keep up. Any passerby would be completely 

unaware of the amazing transformation these twins have undergone in recent months.

Angelina and Angelica were born conjoined at the chest and abdomen, with fused livers, 
diaphragms, and breast bones. Doctors recommended that the twins be separated, not only to 
prevent future health problems, but also to allow them to develop as individuals. While their 
parents, Ginady and Fidel, were scared at the thought of putting their children through a risky 
surgical procedure, they knew they could trust Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital and its 
expertise in treating complex medical conditions.

A Team Effort
For months, Packard specialists made extensive preparations to ensure a successful outcome. 
Radiologists performed thorough diagnostic imaging, anesthesiologists assessed the twins’ 
response to sedation, and a team of surgeons, led by Gary Hartman, MD, devised a detailed 
plan for their separation.

The twins and their family also benefited from many children’s Fund-supported programs 
that are offered to all families at Packard Children’s. Child life specialists used dolls to 
explain the procedure to the girls in a developmentally appropriate way. Social services staff 
helped to coordinate their care and other resources, including Care-A-Van for Kids, which 
transports families to and from the Hospital free of charge.

supportLPCH.org

A
Together, Apart 2011 Giving Highlights

n Total Giving: 9,264 donors gave a total of $9,210,180 to the Children’s Fund, including 
a record 3,681 new donors who made their first gift ever.

n  Leadership Giving: 905 Circles of Leadership members gave $4,047,319 to the 
Children’s Fund.

n  Employee Giving: 830 physicians, nurses, and staff at Packard Children’s participated 
in the second annual Employee Giving Campaign, a 34% increase over 2010.

Upcoming Events
4th Annual Dine Out for Packard 
Thursday, April 19

Restaurants in Palo Alto, Menlo Park, and Los 
Altos will donate a percentage of total sales to 
the Children’s Fund. Join the fun and support 
children’s health by dining out at participat-
ing restaurants throughout the day! Visit 
DineOutForPackard.org for more details. 

2nd Annual Packard Summer Scamper 
Saturday, June 23

Sign up for the 5K run/walk, 10K run, or 
kids’ fun run on the picturesque Stanford 
University campus! Register today at 
SummerScamper.org.

Formerly conjoined twins thriving after Separation Surgery 

The Sabuco twins have taken 
an amazing journey together 
to become the independent 
girls they are today, thanks 
to an excellent team at 
Packard Children’s as well as 
generous supporters of the 
Children’s Fund.

Double Your Impact
This spring, if you join the Circles of 
Leadership for the first time or increase 
your giving to the next Circle, the Keith 
and Pamela Fox Family Foundation  
may match up to $2,500 of your  
gift to the Children’s Fund. Visit 
supportLPCH.org/circles to learn more. 

Circle of Care $10,000 or more

Circle of Vision  $5,000 - $9,999

Circle of Hope  $2,500 - $4,999

Circle of Courage  $1,000 - $2,499
mothers. And the Sabuco family 
can look forward to many more 
holiday seasons with two healthy, 
independent girls. 

Get Social
“Like” us on Facebook 
and stay connected to 
the latest from Packard 
Children’s. You’ll see amazing patient 
stories, meet our top-notch staff, 
learn about research breakthroughs, 
and more. Check out our page at 
facebook.com/PackardChildrens.

“The long-term 
prognosis is that 
we expect two 
happy, healthy 
girls who will 
enjoy very full lives 
as individuals.”

n Gary Hartman, MD




